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Sustainable	development	finds	 its	 roots	 in	 the	Stockholm	
Declaration	on	the	Human	Environment,	endorsed	by	the	UN	
General	Assembly	in	1972,	which	deals	with	the	integration	of	
economic,	 environmental,	 and	 social	 justice	 issues.	 In	 1975,	
























economic	 activities.	 The	 transition	 towards	 sustainability	 in	
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well	as	foster	new	opportunities	in	the	marketplace.	At	the	same	
time,	investments	in	activities	that	reduce	humanity’s	“ecologi-
cal	 footprint”	are	 indispensable	 to	 fuel	 the	 transition	 towards	
sustainability.	
It	 is	 also	 foreseen	 that	 sustainable	 development	 requires	
adaptive	management	and	evolving	norms	in	order	to	incorpo-
rate	new	scientific	 insights	and	 lessons	 learned	 regarding	 the	
operation	and	effectiveness	of	legal	tools.	In	a	long-term	per-
spective,	the	international	community	has	come	to	realize	that	


















of	 sustainable	development	has	 influenced	not	only	 the	 legal	




The	 role	 of	 domestic	 courts	 is	 particularly	 important	 in	
regard	 to	 sustainable	 development,	 given	 that	 courts	 address	
particular	disputes	 that	 reflect	concrete	 tensions	and	 interests	
and	 not	 abstract	 controversies.	 In	 addition,	 the	 societal	 bal-
ance	between	competing	economic,	environmental,	and	social	
considerations	are	often	mediated	by	domestic	laws,	both	sub-
stantively	and	procedurally.	It	is	thus	incumbent	upon	domestic	
courts	to	interpret	and	give	effect	to	internal	laws	embodying	
societal	preferences,	with	the	aid	of	the	principle	of	sustainable	
development.	In	this	light,	 this	volume	explores	how	national	
and	 international	courts	are	using	 the	principle	of	sustainable	
development	to	reconcile	tensions	that	surface	between	environ-
mental,	social,	and	economic	issues.	
